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sacred books of the Parsis, to find that one of the learned
translators regarded the Sage himself as a myth and nothing
more.              *-

In this book the Founder of the religion of the Parsis, a
most conspicuous though numerically small community in
India, and especially Bombay, will be treated on the evidence
as a real person. His date is given by the tradition of
mediaeval Persia as 660-583 KG. This is probably four or
five centuries too lateT^amrTKeT Prophet is rather to be
regarded as the earliest religious teacher whose name is known
to us among the Aryan-speaking peoples. Traditionally his
activity is associated with citfes~Hnmcient Media, Mouru and
Ragha, now Merv and Rai, south of the Caspian. Here again
tradition is probably wrong: a tradition "only traceable many
centuries after its subject's death is not calculated to command
much respect. He is more likely to have preached in the
countries far away to the east, in Balkh or Scistan.

The sacred book of the Parsis is called the Ave$ta> or (in-
correctly) the Zend-Avesta. It occupies three volumes of the
Sacred Books of the East, translated by the late James Dar-
mesteter and Professor L. H. Mills. The translation needs
considerable checking by the knowledge accumulated since it
was made more than thirty years ago; and the doctrine of
Zarathushtra's mythical character, and the very late date of
the Hymns assigned to him, has been repudiated by every
scholar except its author, a most brilliant Orientalist, who died
before he could read the verdict of science upon his unlucky
paradox. It will be seen that the English student of the
Avesta suffers from serious imperfection in his tools, admir-
ably fashioned though they were in their day.

The contents bflh"e"Svestsrwill be described in some detail
below. From a literary point of view, the poetical parts of
it are set forth with frequent translations in the writer's little
book, Early Religious Poetry of Persia,1 Lest some dogmatic
statements in the following pages should bo thought to rest
1 Cambridge Manuals of Science and Literature,